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1  pETk^,  Ghap.  i. 

5.  Giving  all  Diligence y  add  to  your 
Faith y  Virtue-^  and  to  Virtue^ 
Knowledge  \ 

6.  And  to  Knowledge y  Temperance  \ 
and  to  Temperance^  Patience  \  and 
to  P alienee y  Gadlinefs ; 

7 .  And  to  Godlinefiy  Broiherly-kindnejs  \ 
and  to  Br  other  lykmdnefsy  Charity, 

TH  E  Holy  Apoflle,  beginning  his  fare- 
wel  Epiftle  to  the  Churches  with  a 
Commendation  of  their  Faith^  takes, 
from  thence,  Occafion  of  inftruding  them  in 
the  Nature  of  that  Chriitian  Building  which 
they  are  to  eredl  on  this  Foundation ;  and,  as 
his  laft  Labour  of  Love ^  brings  together,  and 
lays  in,  all  the  various  Materials  proper  for  fo 
neceffary  a  Work. 

But  we  fhall  have  a  very  wrong,  and  much 
too  low.  Conception  of  our  Apoftle's  Skill,  if 
we  confider  thefe  but  as  Materials  rudely  thrown 
together  without  Art  or  Choice ;    and   fland- 
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ing  in  need  of  other  Hands  to  range  them  iii 
that  Architedonic  Order  wherein  they  are  tg 
be  employed.  For  on  a  careful  Survey  it  will 
l^e  found,  that  no  other  than  that  Spirit  which 
direded  the  Workmen  of  the  Old  Tabernacle 
could  give  {o  artful  a  Difpofition  to  the  Ma- 
terials of  this  new  Building  not  made  with  Hands ^ 
ivhofe  Maker  and  Builder  is  God. 

He  hath  marked  out  the  Foundation, 
flrengthened  the  Balis,  proportioned  the  Mem- 
bers, adorned  the  Superftrudure,  and  crowned 
the  Whole  with  the  richeft  of  Maiei  ials ;  and 
all  this  with  fuch  Juftice  of  Science,  Subli- 
mity of  Thought,  and  Force  of  Genius,  that 
every  foregoing  Virtue  gives  Stability  to  the 
following;  and  every  following  imparts  Pcr- 
fe(5lion  to  that  which  went  before;  Where 
the  three  Orders  of  this  heavenly  A:  chitcdure, 
the  Human^  the  JDivine,  anu  S%ial  Virtues, 
are  fo  exquifitely  difpofed,  that  the  Human 
and  Social  have  their  proper  StrenGjtlis  and 
Graces  heightened  and  fupported  by  the  com- 
mon Connexion  of  the  Diiuie :  Where  every 
thing,  in  fhort,  concurs,  in  its  proper  Station, 
for  the  perfeBing  of  the  Saifits^  Jor  the  edifying 
^ of  the  Body  ofChrift. 

In  Conformity  to  the  Practice  of  human 
Inftrudtors,  who  deliver  it  as  a  Principle  to 
their  Difciples,  that  no  confiderable  Advance 
is  to  be  made  in  Science  without  much  La- 
bour, our  Holy  Artift  introduces  his  Precepts 
with   this  Preliminary— GIVING  all  dil*i-. 
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jgence.  And  if  this  be  neceffary  in  civil 
Matters,  where  nothing  oppofes  the  Progrels 
towards  Perfedion  but  the  Length  of  Art  and 
the  Shortnefi  of  Life ;  with  how  great  Reafon 
are  we  here  enjoined  Diligence,  where,  befides 
thofe  Difcouragements,  we  have  numerous 
Enemies  within  us  under  the  Difguife  of 
Friends,  the  confederated  Paflions,  to  retard 
our  Progrefs ;  and  Devils,  and  evil  Men 
without,  to  flop  us  as  we  prefs  forward  in  the 
Career  of  Virtue  ? 

But  the  NecefTity  of  this  Diligence  will  he 
better  feen  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourie, 
where  we  fliew  the  Care  and  Circumfpedtion 
required  in  the  Cultivation  of  every  Chriftian 
Virtue,  here  recommended,  to  prevent  its 
languilhing  by  Defedl,  or  luxuriating  by 
Excefs. 

Our  Apoftle,  as  a  wife  Mqfter- Builder^ 
chufes  for  his  Foundation  that  Rock  on  which 
his  Lord  had  promifed  him  to  build  bis 
Church  J 

Add  to  your  f  a i th 

as  di reded  by  the  fame  Divine  Spirit  with  his 
Fellow- Labourer  St.  Paul^  who  bids  every 
Man  take  heed  hciv  he  bmldeth ;  for  other  Foun- 
dation can  no  Man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which 
is  Jefus  Chrijl. 

But  the  Simplicity  and  Clearnefs  of  the 
DoBrine  of  Vatth  could  not  fecure  it,  even  in 
the  apoflolic  Times,  from  being  perverted  to 
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pcnintcnancc  the  moft  fatal  Error  concerning 
its  Nature  and  Efficacy  j  ^hile  it  was  miftaken 
to  be  aIo?te  fufficicnt  to  make  Man  acceptable 
to  his  Maker,  and,  without  good  iVorks^  to  en- 
title him  to  the  Rewards  of  the  Gofpel-Covc- 
nant.  To  explain  the  original  and  fundamen- 
tal Caufes  of  this  Error,  and  to  (hew  how  the 
pcrfed  Novelty  of  the  Do<ftrine  of  Faith— 
the  Method  the  Holy  Spirit  directed  the  Apo- 
ftles  to  ufe  in  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel — 
and  the  illuftrious  Marks  of  that  Spirit,  which 
then  accompanied  the  Profeffion  of  the  Faith, 
—to  {hew,  I  fay,  how  all  theie  accidentally 
contributed  to  fupport  this  Error,  is  befidc 
the  Bounds  and  Purppfe  of  the  prefent  Dif- 
courfe. 

It  fhall  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  this  danger- 
ous Extravagance,  which  hath  continued  more 
or  lefs,  to  infecft  all  Ages  of  the  Chriftian 
Church,  fpread  immediately  fo  fwift  and  wide, 
ander  Cover  of  that  Divine  Truth,  that  a 
Man  is  jujiified  by  Faith  without  the  Deeds  of 
the  Law^  that  the  Apoftolic  Writers  found 
it  neceflary  frequently  and  formally  to  op- 
pofe  and  confute  it.  And  on  this  Account 
St.  Peters  firft  Precept  enjoins  us  to  add  or 
build  our  Virtue  upon  Faith, 

Add  to  your  Faith  virtue. 

Frdrti  henceforth  Faith,  which,  while  it 
was  fingle  and  folitary,  remained  dead,  as  the 
facrcd  Writers  e3fprefs  it,  being  thus  cloathed 
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upon  by  Virtue,  becomes  animated,   and  pro-- 
dudive  of  the  Fruits  ol  Immortality, 

A  reciprocal  Advantage  Virtue  receives  from 
Faitb^  on  v^hich  Virtue  is  thus  built:  For 
we  (hall  find  thefe  Advantages  to  be  all  the 
way  reciprocal.  The  Weaknefi  of  unguided 
Reafon,  and  the  Violence  of  ill-balanced  Pai^ 
iions,  had  reduced  moral  Virtue,  in  the  Pagan 
World,  to  (b  fliadov^  and  precarious  aa  Ex- 
iftence,  that  the  wifeft  Teachers  of  it  could 
cot  forbear  lamenting  its  helplefe  Condition, 
and  owning  that  nothing  but  a  Revelation 
from  fleaven  cc>uld  realize  and  fopport  it. 

They  miftook  the  true  Fotindation  of  Mo- 
rality; fome  placing  it  in  the  native  Excel* 
lence  of  Virtue,  others  in  the  exterior  Benefits, 
of  wh^ch  it  is  produ<SHve.  They  were  left 
deftitute,  and  expofed  to  the  free  Rage  of  un- 
governed  Paffiops,  without  Aid,  and  with  \m^ 
certain  Profped  of  Reward. 

But  it  was  the  Dilpenfation  of  Faitby  which 
difcovered  that  the  true  Foundation  of  Mo- 
rality was  Compliance  to  the  Will  of  our  Crea*- 
tpj  and  Sovereign  Lord.     It  was  Faith  whicht 
enabled   us.  to   furmount   all  the  Oppofitiorv 
of  the  Appetites,  by  holding  out  to  us  an  in- 
finite Reward,   which  the  Afliftance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  has   placed    within   our   Reach* 
Thus,  to  ufe  the  Words  of  the  Apoftle  Jude^ 
Building  up  ourfelves  on  our  mojl  Ijoly  Faith, 
pTi^'ing  in  the  Holy  Ghoft^  keeping  our/ehes  in 
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the  Love  of  God  J  ive  may  look  for  the  Mercy  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  unto  eternal  Life. 

But  though  Virtue  be  here  enjoined,  and  in 
all  the  Preachings  of  our  blcfl'ed  Saviour,  and 
in  all  the  Writings  of  his  Apoftles,  incelTajitly 
repeated  and  inforced  j  yet,  if  we  expedt  to 
find  in  them  any  regular  or  methodick  Body 
of  Morality,  we  {hall  be  much  miflaken  with 
regard  to  this.  The  New  T'eflament^  all  along^ 
refers  us  to  another  Guide.  For  God  having 
before  revealed  the  whole  Dodrine  of  Mora- 
lity by  the  Religion  of  Nature ^  and  none  of 
God's  Difpenfations  contradicting  another,  it 
was  enough  for  the  firll  Teachers  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  when  they  preached  up  Virtue^  to  re- 
fer their  Followers  for  Particulars,  to  what 
natural  Religion  taught  concerning  it. 

This  being  fo,  and  that  the  great  Pandedl  of 
tlie  Law  of  Nature  is  to  be  fearched  and  flu- 
died,  in  order  to  attain  a  perfedl  Knowledge 
of  moral  Duty,  there  is  need  of  much  Pains 
and  Exercife  of  Mind  to  learn  that  Virtue  we  are 
here  enjoined  to  build  upon  Faith.  For  though 
Nature  hath  ftamped  fo  Itrongly  the  firfl  Prin- 
ciples of  moral  Duty  in  the  Breafls  of  all 
Men,  that  even  a  kind  of  friendly  Inllindt 
will  not  fuffer  us  to  be  totally  ignorant  of 
them;  yet  the  numerous  Deductions,  from 
thofe  firfl  Principles,  of  what  is  fit  and  right, 
in  every  Circumftance  of  Life,  being  to  be 
colleded  by  the  fetting  together,  comparing, 
and  forting  our  Ideas,  through  all  the  various 
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Combinations  of  moral  Complexities,  it  re* 
quires,  even  with  the  Aflillance  of  Holy  Writ, 
much  Reflexion  and  Habitude  ;  and  without 
that  Affiftance,  is  a  Tafk  utterly  unfurmount- 
able,  as  the  Experience  of  all  Ages  hath  Ihewn 
us. 

Scripture  then  conftantly  referring  to  the 
Law  ot  Nature,  to  one  much  a  Stranger  to 
that  Law  what  can  refult  from  his  Study  of 
the  Scriptures,  if  modeft,  but  Doubt  and  Un- 
certainty ;  if  vain  and  preluming,  and  if,  at 
the  fame  time,  (which  has  too  often  happened) 
a  Teacher  of  others  by  Profeffion,  but  Mif- 
takes  and  Errors,  the  fatal  Errors  of  Superlti- 
tion  and  Fanaticilm  ?  or  doubtlefs  to  an  Ig- 
norance of  natural  Religion  mull  be  afcribcd 
the  Extravagancies  to  which  fo  many  Sedts 
and  Parties  have,  in  their  fcvcral  Turns,  been 
obnoxious. 

But  much  of  thefe  MIfchiefs  had  been 
avoided,  had  Men  duly  attended  to  the  Words 
otour  Apoiile  :  Who  with  this  Dcfign  gave 
us  the  next  Prt5:ept  of  my  Text.  Ac/J,  fays  he, 

tOp^irtllC   KNOWLEDGE; 

or  that  Wifdom,  which  is  the  Refult  of  the 
Study  of  Nature  in  the  Purfuit  of  Truth. 

L 

And  that  you  may  fee  with  how  prophetic, 
as  well  as  juft,  a  Spirit  St.  Fctcr  was  here 
diredcd,  I  Iliall  Hop  a  Momciit  to  hold  yo-a 
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out  a  Picture  of  Virtue  unattended  with  that 
Knowledge  j  copied  from  no  oblcure  or  difcre- 
dited  Originals ;  'but  from  fuch  whole  Lives 
are  preached  up  for  Ex.imples,  and  their  Deaths 
commemorated  with  divine  Honours  j  fuch  as 
have  Shrines  and  Altars  dedicated  to  their 
Wordiip ;  and  Vows  and  Petitions  offered  up 
to  their  Divinity;  in  one  Word,  Popish 
Saints. 

To  underfland  this  Matter  right,  we  mufl: 
confider,  that  Virtue  con  lifts  in  ading  agree- 
ably to  thofe  Relations,  in  which  we  ftand  to 
our  common  Humanity,  our  Fellow- Creatures, 
and  our  Creator.  For  as  Religion^  in  the  largeft: 
Senfe  of  the  Word,  includes  the  Duty  wc 
owe  ourfelf  and  Neighbour;  fo  Morality^  in 
its  larger  Senfe,  includes  the  Obfervance  of 
that  Relation  we  ftand  in  towards  God.  And 
when  the  Practice  refpecls  Man,  it  is  called 
Virtue  ;  when  it  refpecrs  God,  it  is  Piety. 

Thefe  Relations  iire  commonly  diftinguiflied 
into  the  l.nonan^  the  Joaal^  and  the  divine 
Virtues :  The  End  and  Defign  of  all  which  is 
to  perfedl  Man's  Nature, 

1.  By  reftraining,  regulating,  and  direding 
the  private  and  ielfilh  Appetites,  accord^ 
if/g  to  the  DiBdtcs  of  Rcafon, 

2.  By  cultivating,  improving,  and  enlarg- 
ing the  focial  Paifions  and  Alii  ctions,  and  em- 
ploying them  in  the  Service  of  our  Species, 
according  to  the  Diclatcs  of  Charity. 

3'  By 
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3*  By  exercifing  our  Underftandings  In  the 
Contemplation  of  the  firft  Caufe,  and  by  own- 
ing our  Relation  to  him  in  fuitable  A(5ts  of 
rational  Worfhip,  in  order  to  unite  us  to  our 
fupreme  Good,  according  to  the  Di£fates  of 
Grace. 

l>iov/  when,  in  the  Church  of  Rome^  Know- 
ledge  came  to  be  efteemcd  of  no  Ufe  to  im- 
prove or  direct  Virtue  j  but  that  Ignorance 
was  thought  as  well  the  Mother  of  all  other 
Virtues,  as  of  Devotion :  When  the  Law  of 
Nature  came  to  be  fhunncd  as  a  dangerous 
and  fallacious  Guide  j  and  Faith,  traditional, 
not  fcriptural,  had  ufurped  its  Province  of 
interpreting!;  Gajpel-righteoujiiefs ;  then  it  was, 
that  thefe  bright  Examples  of  a  new  kind  of 
Virtue  appeared  amongit  them,  in  a  barbarous 
Rabble  of  Saints ;  who  under  tlie  common 
Name  of  Religious,  and  on  Pretence  of  a 
more  fublime  and  elevated  Virtue,  than  Natu- 
ral Religion  taught,  ran  into  the  n-;o(t  horrid 
ExcelTcs  of  Fanatici,fm  and  Superftition.  For 

I.  Inftead  of  regulating  tiie  fclfiOi  Appe- 
tites they  laboured  all  they  could  to  eradicate 
and  deftroy  them,  as  Things,  even  in  their 
Nature,  vicious ,  as  the  gracclcfs  Furniture  of 
the  old  Man  with  his  AffcElions  and  hiifh.  All 
was  difmal  and  dark  about  thein  :  hiordinatc 
Watchings,  excruciating  Diibiplines,  attenu- 
ating Labours :  Thclc,  aggravated  by  Hunger, 
ThirO:,  and  Nakedneis,  were  the  befl  Means 
thefe  poor  mittaken  Followers   of  /'///;,  who 
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fald  his  Toke  was  eafy  and  his  Burthen  light y 
could  think  ot  to  regulate  the  Icllifh  Pafiions. 
'Till  the  Body,  deprived  of  every  kind  of 
Good,  which  the  gracious  Hand  of  Provi- 
dence hath  lb  largely  poured  out  for  the  Solace 
of  its  Creatures,  gave  way  and  yielded  to  the 
Fury  of  this  fanatic  Penitence ;  while  he  was 
efteemed  the  greatell  Satnt  who  was  the  nioft 
expeditious  Suicide. 

2.  Inftead  of  improving  and  enlarging  the 
fecial  AfFedions,  thefe  Saints  fled  into  Caves 
and  Defarts,  or  Ihut  themfelves  up  for  Life  in 
the  Duft  and  Silence  of  a  Cloifter.  Where, 
to  unfit  them  for  ferving  their  Friends  and 
Families,  they  diverted  themfelves  of  their 
PofTeffions,  to  give  to  pious  U/es;  that  is.  to 
fupport  the  Sloth  of  lazy  iMendicants,  or  tlie 
Luxury  of  debauche.i  Churchmen :  To  unfit 
themfelves  for  SubmilTion  to  the  Civil  Magi- 
flrate,  they  entered  into  treafonable  Engage- 
ments of  unlimited  Obedience  to  their  fpirituul 
Superiors  :  To  unfit  themfelves  for  ferving 
their  Country  or  Mankind,  they  took  Vcvvs 
of  voluntary  Poverty,  and  renounced  all  fecular 
Employments :  And  lalllv,  as  much  as  in  them 
lay,  to  make  War  againll  the  very  Being  of 
their  Species,  they  unnaturally  devoted  them- 
felves to  a  fingle  Life,  in  blalphemous  Oppofi- 
tion  to  that  firfl:  great  Command  and  Bleiling, 
tncreafe  and  multiply. 

3.  Laflly,    inftead  of  ufing  Reafon  in  the 
Ofiiccs  oi  Devotion,    to   attain    the    fuprcme 
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Good,  an  Union  with  the  Deity  ;  by  crediting 
the  Imagination^  they  have  otten  thrown  them- 
felves,  with  extatic  Tranfports,  into  the  Arms 
of  the  Demon.  While,  in  the  Place  of  inter- 
nal A6ts  of  Ibber  Meditation,  nothing  was  feen 
but  Trances,  Raptures,  and  Vifions ;  nothing 
heard  but  Predidions,  Prophecies,  and  Reve- 
lations: in  the  Place  of  external  Ad"s  of 
rational  WorHiip,  they  celebrated  the  Holy 
Otiices  with  gay  and  childilh  Oi  naments,  with 
barbarous  and  fuperflitious  Rites,  and  with 
bafe  and  fervile  Pi  oftrations.  And  the  fa- 
vourite  ObjeBs  of  their  Worfliip  were  in  all 
refpeds  agreeable  to  the  Form,  either  the  ido- 
latrous Adoration  of  a  confecrated  Wafer,  or 
of  thofj  vet  kfs  lubllantial  Divinities,  which 
have  their  Exigence  only  in  a  lying  Le- 
gend. 

You  have  here  a  fliithful  Pidure  of 
Popith  Virtue  ftript  of  Knowledge.  From 
whence  yoa  may  colled:  how  miferable  a 
Creature  MiJi  grows,  when  he  throws  afide 
his  Rmjon^  the  t-rft  great  Gift  of  Heaven,  in 
order  to  follow  the  falfe  Lighrs,  that  Cuftoni, 
F.-ncy,  or  the  Pallions  have  ftuck  up  in  his 
Bie;iit  ;  and  how  cnually  miferable  ihat  State 
miiif  be,  which  fnppons  a  Religion,  where 
hm^ance  hath  divciK  d  Virtue  of  ;ul  its  Cliarms, 
poiioiKd  all  ics  Htalih,  and  m  .de  it  as  dc- 
flrudive  to  Socictv,  as  barefaced  open 
Vice. 

Hence 
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Hence  have  you  feen,  by  a  terrible  Example, 
the  Milbhiefs  done  by  Ignorance  to  Virtue  \  of 
how  much  Service  Knowledge  is  to  it,  may  be 
concluded  by  yoiirfelves. 

We  now  proceed  to  (hew  the  reciprocal  Ser- 
vice Virtue  does  to  Knowledge.     Knowledge  is 
tlie  Attainment  and  Perception  of  Truth  i  and 
ujcjul  Knowledge  the  Attainment  and  Perception 
ot  thofe  Truths,  which  tend  to  the  perfe(fling 
our    Nature.      But    the    inordinate    PalTions, 
operating  averfely  to  fuch  Truths,  cloud  and 
d    ken  the  Undcrilandinjf,  fo  as  to  miflead  us 
even  from  thofe  of  the  mod  eafy   Difcovcry, 
and  of  the  highefl:  Importance  to  be  known. 
Ag.iin,  to  acquire  a  competent  Share  o^  Know- 
ledge we  muft,    as  I  have  fiid,  grje  all  Dili- 
gence  in  the  Purfuit  of  Truth  througliout  her 
Receffes:    But  it  is   oiily   the  Plcafurc  of  the 
Purchafe,  which  can  heartily  engage  us  in  the 
Chafe :    And  that  Pleafure  can  arife  from  no- 
thing but  the  Lovelinefs  of  the  Objedt.     Now 
while  Vice  ufurps  the  Pleart,  T^riith^  her  moral 
Enemy,  will  be  a  neglected  Guell.     But  wlien 
Virtue  has  alTumed  her  Seat,    the  Clouds  of 
Error  will  difperfe,   and  a  Pail  ion  for  Truth 
brighten  and  inflame  the  Under  Handing.     For 
^ruth  and  Virtue  are  twin-born  Sillers  j    and, 
with  a  Name  of  Diftindion,  participate  of  one 
common  Nature,  Truth  being  fpeculative  Vir- 
tue^   and  Virtue  only  pradical  T'rutb.      And 
now  the  Underflanding  makes  a  free  Progrefs 
in  Knowledge,    as  having  no  headflroiig  Ap- 
petites 


petites  to  miflead  it,  or  earthly  Paffions  to  damp 
its  AfFedion. 

From  henceforth,  the  only  Danger  is  from 
the  Qriarter  oppofitc ;  that  is,  lell  the  Mind's 
ardent  Love  of  Truth  (j:iould  engage  it  in  Ab- 
ftradions,  and  carry  it  beyond  the  Limits  of 
thofe  Truths,  which  are  here  given  us  for  our 
Contemplation. 

In  order  to  apprehend  this  Danger,  we  are 
to  take  notice,  that,  of  the  imnienfe  intel- 
ledlual  Syftem,  an  extremely  fmall  Portion  lies 
really  within  our  Reach;  the  infinitely  larger 
Part  refiding  near  the  Throne  of  the  Al- 
mighty, wrapp'd  up  in  awful  and  tremendous 
Darknefs. 

The  Rcafon  why  fo  much  h  kept  out  of 
Sight,  or  fct  above  the  Mind's  Compre- 
henfion,  which  by  the  unwcuritd  Vigour  of 
its  Operations  fcems  naturally  capable  of  a 
much  wider  Grafp,  appears  to  be,  left,  in  this 
earthly  Condition,  the  Mind's  Intention 
Ihould  become  dillra^ted  by  too  great  Variety 
of  Ideas ;  or  that  it  ihould  make  a  wrong 
Choice,  and  purlue  Truths  of  Icfs  prefent  Im- 
portance too  far,  to  the  Ncgled  of  thofe  more 
necelfary  for  its  Improvement  in  this  proba- 
tionary Station. 

This  Reafon  is  much  fupported  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  in  the  enlightened  Part  of  the  in- 
telled'ual  World,  nay  even  in  thofe  clearcft 
aid  b.i'j^htell  Portions  of  it,  where  lull 
Science    ii,   to   be   hut!,    Speculations,    pufhed 

beyond 
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beyond  a  certain  Point,  that  Point,  where  Ufe  is 
realbnably  luppofed  to  end,  and  mere  Curiofity 
to  begin,  conclude  in  Darknels,  Extravagance, 
and  Contradidion. 

The  not  attending  to  this  Reafon  feems  to 
have  been  the  very  thing,  which  has  given 
Birth,  and  fo  long  Continuance,  to  Scepti- 
cism. For  Men  feeing  this  to  be  the  Ifllie  of 
the  cleared  Principles,  when  purfued  to  an 
intemperate  Length,  concluded,  againil  their 
Senfes,  that  the  Fountain  was  no  purer  than 
the  rtmoteft  Streams,  When  both  Reafon 
and  Experience  might  have  taught  them,  that 
the  Pjogrefs  from  Light  to  Darknefs  was  not 
the  natural  Condition  of  Things,  but  the  ar^ 
bitrary  Decree  ol  innnite  Wifdom  and  iVIercy, 
which  imuoicd  this  Barrier  to  tlie  Extrava- 
gances of  its  giddy,  lavvlefs  Creature. 

But  however  this  be,  certain  it  is  that  Men, 
railed  and  heated  in  tlie  Purfuit  of  Knowledge, 
have  been  always  apt  to  run  into  the  boundici> 
Regions  of  Chimera's.  Where,  tho'  loll  and 
bewilder'd,  yet,  if  of  warm  Imaginations,  in- 
flamed with  die  Ambition  of  Inventors,  they 
have  taken  niore  Delioiht  in  thole  obfcurc  and 
Oiadowy  Patlis,  than  any  fober  follower  of 
Truth,  wiiiiin  the  Limits  of  open  Day  and 
Nature. 

Now  thefe  Extravagancies,  fo  taking  in 
thcmi  ives,  and  (u  milcfiicvous  in  their  Con- 
fcqaei.'-L\-,  proceeding  from  a  Want  of  Mo- 
dcity,  and  due  CoiilciouliicfD  oi  the  n.irrow 

Limits 


Limits  of  the  hiimah  Underftanding,  St.  Peter^ 
in  hib  next  Precept,  with  admimble  Skill,  reltraihs. 
Add  J  fays  he, 

to  Knowledge  J  temperance; 

that  is,  Sobriety^  Moderation^  Continence^  in 
the  Piirfuit  of  Truth.  For  as  Virtue,  without 
Knowledge^  falls  into  all  kind  of  t'anaticifm  in 
Practice;  fo  Kjioixjiedge;^  without  Temperance ^ 
leads  to  all  kind  of  Herefy  in  Opinion.  St. 
Paul  obfcrved,  even  in  his  Time,  the  Seeds 
of  intemperafe  Knowledge  begin  to  fpring  up 
and  Ipread  amongfl:  his  Converts,  and  there- 
fore cautions  them  a^.inll  *vain  Philofopby  and 
a  Knowledge  that  puff^'th  up.  But  this  fo  de- 
formed and  laid  walte  the  Chriftian  Church  in 
After-time?,  t:hat  the  new  Earth  leem'd,  for 
many  Ages,  to  be  under  a  fecond  Curje  of 
bringing  forth  nothing  but  Thorns  and  Thijiles ; 
fo  much  more  fevere  than  the  firji^  that  thcfe 
Delicacies  were  not  to  be  produced  wrthoiit 
much  Labour,  and  Sweat  of  the  Brow. 

II. 

Here  again  the  RoMan  Church  affords 
us  a  fad  Example  of  the  Mifchiefs  of  intempe^ 
rate  Kjiowledo^e :  For  tho*,  as  we  obferVed 
before,  there  was  grcit  Scarcity  of  trite  Know- 
ledge to  dired:  their  Virtue^  they  abounded  in 
Jalf^  Knowledge  to  corrupt  their  Faith:  Tho' 
they  refufed  to  make  the  Religion  of  Nature 
the    Interpreter   of  Gofpel-righteoufiefs,    they 
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fandified  the   vain    philosophy  of   the 
GREEKS''  to  expLin  jujltjfing  Faith. 

We  have  fecn  what  fort  of  Saints  the 
Church  of  Rome  adores :  Let  us  now  fee  what 
kind  of  Doctors  fhe  pins  her  Faith  upon. 
As  tlieir  Devout  retired  to  their  CloifLcrs  to 
deform  Virtue,  fo  their  Learned  aflenibled  in 
their  Schools  to  corrupt  Faith.  Where  mif- 
taking  Theology,  which  is  a  Science  of  Prac- 
tice, for  a  Science  of  Speculation,  Kiioivledgey 
which  is  only  the  Mean?,  they  took  to  be  the 
J^nd  of  Religion  -,  and  as  that,  which  is  the 
Ejid  of  any  thing,  cannot  be  too  much  cul- 
tivated, they  purfued  Knoivkdge  with  fuch  /«- 
temperate  Rage,  that,  as  if  Religion  was  only 
a  Trial  of  Skill,  and  the  Pwcvrards  of  it  to  be 
adjudged  to  the  befl  Difpatant,  they  fpent 
their  whole  Lives  in  agitating  and  fubtilizing 
Queftions  of  Faith:  Abundantly  happy  if, 
with  all  their  Toil,  they  could  at  length  ob- 
tain the  never-f.ding  ^\i\Q?>oi  Dollars  profound^ 
irrcjragcible^  jubtil^  ■^Avlja-apbic.  Tiicle,  un- 
der tlie  reverend  Name  of  School  men ^  long 
inonopolifed  the  Manufielory  of  Faitli ;  and 
wove  their  Cobwebs  thin  and  dark  for  the 
Hangings  of  the  Sanctuary. 

To  luch  then,  ycju  v/ill  eafily  believe,  the 
Apoftle's  Creed  locn  became  too  clear  and  fim- 
ple.  Tliey  v/anted  one  tliat  v/ould  afford  eter- 
nal   Matter   for    Difpute   and   Wrangle.      So, 

=  The  PhilofOf  hy  of  A::f..:h  Lelng  the  Fcundaeon  of  School 
Pivhrty, 

from 
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from  the  Article  oi  Mary  the  Virgitjy  they  in- 
vented one  of  Mary  the  Goddefs :  From  the 
Article  of  Chrijl  once  offered  on  the  Crojs  for 
our  Redemption,  they  fpun  out  a  daily  Sacrifices 
and  the  portentous  Idea  of  a  Tranfubftantiation : 
From  his  Defcent  into  Hell  they  deduced  the 
Fable  of  Purgatory :  From  BelieJ  in  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church,  the  bkfphemous  Tenet  of  the 
Pope's  Ififallibtlity :  From  the  Communion  of 
Saints,  the  idolatrous  IVorJIjip  of  dead  Men : 
And  from  the  Forgivetiefs  of  Sins,  the  gainful 
Trade  of  auricular  CojfeJJion,  and  human  Ah- 
folution. 

But  none  of  thefe  Itrange  Doflrines  being 
to  be  found  in  Scripture,  they  were  forced  to 
call  in  the  Aid  of  Tradition  to  fli-cngthcn  th.e 
feeble  Arguments  of  School-fubtiltics.  And 
Tradition  drawing  at  its  Heels  a  thoufand  other 
beggarly  Errors,  which  were  now  all  to  be 
Supported  and  maintained  j  this  gave  Life  to  :x\'\ 
After-birth  of  Herefies,  and  frcfli  Employ- 
ment for  the  Fcfier-fiithers  of  the  Schools.  So 
that  at  Icngtli  the  true  Foufjdation,  the  finiplc 
Faith  in  Jesus  the  M ess i Air  v/as  loft  iir.d 
fori?;otten,  and  lay,  forn:iany  A?;c?,  bin  led  u\\- 
der  two  deformed  Ilcaps  of  Rubbilb,  sen  col- 
divinity  and  TRADITION  ;  ovlt  caOa  cf 
which,  like  the  /Iidiles  in  ancient  ROME,  a 
venerable  Magidrale  predded,  'That  called  ilvc 
Majicr  of  the  Sums,  and  This  of //v  S.ritci::cs ''. 

''  Ihorr.a:  Jjuir.as,  v.nd  Piifr  Lom/^n  t. 
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At  laft,  in  God's  good  Time,  this  Precept 
of  adding  temperance  to  Knowledge  began  to 
operate  on  honeit  Minds;  and  the  Truth, 
which  flamed  out  from  the  well-regulated  La- 
bours of  fuch,  foon  burnt  up  and  confumed 
this  precious  Supcrltructure  of  JVcod^  Hay^  and 
Stubble.  When  the  true  Faith,  like  tried  Sil- 
'ver,  appeared  again  in  its  native  Purity  and 
Candour.  In  this  Condition  we  received  it 
from  oar  Fathers,  So  facred  a  Depofite  let  us 
religioufly  picferve,  and  with  the  fame  pious 
Cave  trunfmit  to  our  Poiterity  :  Having  always 
in  Mind  that  ive  are  built  upon  the  Foundation 
cf  the  Apoftles  and  Prophets,  (not  the  Ma/icrs 
of  the  Sums  and  Sentences,  or  their  Surccfjors) 
yefus  Ckrifl  bimfclj  being  the  chiep  Con^r-ftone. 

Tlie  avoiding  thcic  Hvils  \\cn  is  the  Ad- 
vantage which  Kr/si'i'die  icicivcs  from  '^itm- 
pcrance.  A  reciprocJ  /idvar.  ^s-  I'empercnce 
receives  from  Kiioivledge  :  For  ^ieniperance  b^  hig 
nothing  bjt  Abitinenve  from  all  \]iion.dy  P  r- 
fuits,  and  ail  ralh  Judgment,  out  oi  a  Scnfe 
and  Conviiftion  of  thj  W^-jkiicf^  o^*  h;:nh.n 
Undei-flandii'g,  was  it  no:  toiu^.  \c\  rpon 
Knowledge,  would  be  in  D.ngcu  oi  d  -^.ne- 
rating  into  a  flotliful  Sccpticiinj,  a  v^'A  U)i- 
certainty  of  all  things,  from  a  f-j^;  v ^  "i  Txi- 
mination  of  the  moll  obvi')us ;  a  i-.t:  1  - \p:in.:;ie 
in  concluding  that  Truiii  was  no:  to  bj  -oiuxi 
at  all,  from  being  too  foon  weary  of  .i:e  S-.ach. 
A  Condition  which,  wc  expciic/xo,  h.s  be- 
fallen,   and  mult,    unavoidably,    btfal  thofe, 

vvh(,uc 
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whofe  temperance  is  not  founded  on  Knowledge, 
But  being  thus  fecured,  'Temperance  prefer ves. 
a  vigorous,  as  well  as  fober  Courfe:  For  the 
regular  Reftraint,  that  it  impofes  on  the  Mind, 
hinders  not  the  Mind  from  the  moil  adive 
Exercife  of  its  Faculties,  but  only  confines  it 
to  the  Obje(5ts  fitted  for  its  Contemplation. 

We  have  obferved,  that  the  Reafonablenefs 
of  the  Pradice  of  Temperance  arifes  from  our 
Senfe  of  the  Weaknefs  of  human  Underftand- 
ing.  But  this  Senfe  (hould  not  only  difpofe  us 
to  be  moderate  in  our  own  Opinions,  but  to 
be  candid  and  charitable  with  regard  to  thofe 
of  others:  And  till  T£'w/>^r^«a' hath  done  this, 
it's  per  feci  JVork^  it  is  un  uniform  and  partial. 

To  render  it  therefore  compleat,  St.  Peter, 
in  his  next  Precept,  injoins  us  to  add 

to^  Temperance^  patience; 

that  is,  hong-fiiffering^  and  bearing  with  the 
Contnididion  of  others\  This  is  indeed  the 
natural  Con(v;quence  of  a  perfed  Temperance. 
For  having;  experienced,  in  our  own  Cafe, 
how  infcnfibly  Errors  infinuate  themfelves  into 

*  The  O'  "f^'tial  is  -Jrvx  ».?'.  The  Renfon  why  the  Apoftle  ufed 
this  vV'oixl  ra.hcr  th:'i  fAs^^irj.G-./i'-ia,  >■  h  ch  mny  fceni  to  be  tlie 
nioie  proper  WoiJ  for  the  Senfe  [  i;ive  tf)  Patience,  appears 
to  ine  to  'ic  this  —The  Church,  at  the  'Cimc  of  writing  tJiis 
Eriilii,  wa.  in  a  fubjed  and  diilreiTcd  Con  Mtion,  not  in  n  flou- 
rifi'.irc;  "^'d  ;^ovcniing  one.  And  v-rr^y.'.-r,  \.  x\\2  Pafieace  of  thofc 
in  '^^lhic6t:r  n,  as  ur'Kr'.^i;u.'"y  i?  the  Pntimcf  of  thoe  in  Aiiihonty. 
Beful?i,  t'".-c  .c'n  in  the  Nfnv  Ttllainer.t  §■  n.  rr.Hy  fjgnifies  a  Patience 
attencico  with  llopc  ;r'>.  Fxpeci.-.tion  c:  beuer.  And  that  Sciifc 
1  make  to  be  required  here. 

tlie 
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tlie  Mind  3  liow  plaufihly  they  aflume  the  Air 
of  Truth,  when  called  to  account ;  how  ob- 
flinately  they  maintain  their  Ground,  when 
now  become  fufpefted ;  and  what  Labour  is 
required  to  difpoflefs  them,  even  after  they  are 
laid  open  and  expofed  ; — having  experienced,  I 
fay,  all  this,  we  fhall  be  well  inclined  to  bear 
with  Fatieme  the  Contradiction  of  our  erring 
Brother.  We  fhall  then  preferve  for  him  the 
fame  fraternal  Kindnefs,  we  had  before  he 
went  aftray ;  and  (hall  not  fuffer  his  being  of 
another  Church,  or  Sed:,  or  Party,  or  any 
tiling  but  an  wichriftian  Life^  to  lefTen  that 
Aifedion ;  but  with  Temperance  and  Fatience 
wait  the  fecond  Coming  of  the  Meiliah  X.o  fe- 
par  ate  the  Tares  from  the  Wheat. 

III. 

The  Want  of  which  Virtues^  amongfl  thofe, 
who  yet  dare  to  call  thcmfelves  the  Follo'users  of 
the  Lamb^  hath  brought  more  Dcfolation  on 
the  Chrillian  Church,  than  all  the  Pcrfe- 
cutions  of  Pagan  Emperors,  or  the  Eruptions 
of  Northern  Barbarians:  Lefs  Pagan,  and  Icfs 
Barbarian,  than  the  Author  of  the  Principle 
of  Intolerance,  who  pretending  to  lit  in  the 
Chair  of  him,  who  here  cn'ioins  us  to  add 
"Patience  to  Temperance^  and  calling  himfclf  the 
Vicar  of  Chrifl^  hath  not  been  albamed  to 
make  him  tlie  Pattern  of  his  ConducT:,  who 
was  an  Jlccufer  of  his  Brethren^  and  a  Miirdrcr 
from  the  BiXinnuTir^, 
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The  Chriflian  Church,  in  its  Infancy,  breath-, 
ed  nothing  but  Concord,  Lovej  and  Charity. 
It  had  then  a  Spirit  as  pure,  and  innocent,  as 
the  State  of  Childhood  itfelf.  The  holy  Bre- 
thren were,  in  Malice^  ChilJre?i-y  howbcit,  in 
Under/landings  tliat  is,  in  rational  Faith,  in 
vigorous  Virtue,  and  in  fober  Knowledge,  they 
were  Men.  Aiid  thus  was  the  ?iew  Jerufalem 
built  like  a  City^  that  is  at  Unity  in  itjelf.  No 
Difputcs,  no  Strife,  no  Emulation,  but  who 
fliould  moft  excel  in  Works  of  Charity  and 
Piety. 

But,  alas !  this  glorious  rifing  of  the  Gofpel, 
which  came  wiih  Healing  in  its  IVijigs^  and 
promifed  the  Arrival  of  that  long-wi{]:ied-for 
Dd.yoi  e^-erlajling  Peace ^  was  of  a  fudden  over- 
cait,  and  nothing  but  Tempeils  and  Storms 
fucceedcd.  For  our  evil  Genius,  the  Prince 
cf  the  Air,  was  early  at  work  to  obfcure  and 
deface  the  promircd  Triumphs  of  the  S,u7i  of 
Rightcohjncjs,  Nor  was  the  Engine  he  cm- 
ployed  to  defeat  Man's  Rejloration^  different 
from  that,  vvi'h  wbi'^h  he  procured  \\\%FaU: 
It  VN'as,  fiill,  IsjiOicledge  without  its  Regulator, 
T^empcrame. 

For  when  now  tlic  Schools,  by  obtruding 
on  the  World  a  Syftcm  of  Abfijrdities  under 
the  Name  of  Religion,  had  produced  Schifms 
and  DilTentions ;  and  tiie  Ci.oigter^,  by  per- 
fecting their  Sair.ts  in  a  four  Inh.umanity  \}.\\<\ 
h(jly  I'lidc,  had  railed  a  Spirit  inipatient  of 
Contr..di«liion  (.  nd  ihc  Papal  Iiiiloiy  ir.forini 
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us  that  their  learned  ft  Doctors  Were  the  tnofi 
unintelligible,  and  their  holiett  Saints  the  leaft 
forbearing  i)  then  it  was  that  tlieir  Ghurch, 
impregnated  with  tlicle  Mifchiefs,  brought 
forth  the  Fury,  Persecution. 

Of  all  the  Myjleries  of  Iniquity^  the  Science 
of  Perfecution  is  the  fooneft  learnt  and  eafieft 
reduced  to  Pradice  :  On  which  account  it  has 
had  its  Proficients,  that  were  fit  for  nothing 
elfe,  in  every  Sev:t  and  Party  :  But  it  is  no 
where  fo  compendioufly  taught  as  in  the 
Rofnan  Breviary.  And  when  that  Church 
had  got  a  proper  Subjedt  whereon  to  pradice, 
we  Ice  how  fpeedily  it  brought  this  Science 
to  Perfedion.  For  no  fooner  was  there  found 
a  People  who  rcfufcd  to  receive  the  Mark  of 
the  Beajl,  that  is,  to  own  tlie  Pope  for  an 
infallible  Judge^  but  they  felt  him  to  their 
Coft  an  infillible  Executioner.  For  now  the 
Church  and  Schools  had  begot  between  them 
that  Mafterpiece  of  their  EcclelialHcal  Policy, 
the  I N  QjJ  I  s  I  T  I  o  N,  an  infernal  Butchery 
under  the  Name  of  the  holy  OJice^  where  the 
Procefs  is  as  diredly  oppofite  to  the  Law  of 
Nations,  as  the  horrid  Sentence  that  follows, 
is  to  all  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel. 

But,  (Holy  Je/iis!)  fnould  I  relate  the 
Tricks,  the  Treacheries,  the  Frauds,  the  Ra- 
pines, the  Delays,  the  Horrors  of  Imprifon- 
ment,  the  Tortures  of  the  Rack,  the  Bloodflied, 
the  Murders  pradifed  there,  Murders  committed 
with  fo  exquifite  a  Malice,  that   Body,  Soul, 

and 
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iiml  'Reputation  are  intended  to  flill  a  Sacrifice 
at  once, — n:iOuld  I,  I  1-iy,  but  rcprefent  thefe 
Things  to  you  in  their  native  Colours,  I  am 
afraid  that  your  Indignation  would  endanger 
that  Heaven-born  Charity,  which  it  is  my  Aim 
to  recommend  to  you  even  here,  and  here 
chiefly,  where  I  am  pointing  out  the  enormous 
Evils  that  are  occafioned  by  the  Excluiion  of 
licr  iDlefTed  Influence.  For  thoudi  I  liave  ex- 
prefled  myfelf  with  the  free  Refcntment  of  a 
Man  who  regards  Popery  as  not  only  the  Cor- 
ruption of  triie  Religion,  but  an  Infult  on  the 
Senfe^  and  an  Invaiion  on  the  Liberties  of  Man- 
kind ;  yet  would  I  carefully  endeavour  to  keep 
within  the  Bounds  of  that  Truth  and  Charity 
which  conflitute  the  Charadlcr  of  a  Minifier  of 
the  Gofpcl. 

I  ihall  therefore  draw  a  Veil  over  this  un- 
happy Scene,  that  gives  fo  fatal  a  Wound  to 
the  Integrity  of  the  Chriflian  Name,  and  in- 
fixes fo  lallino;  a  Diferace  even  on  our  common 
Nature.  Contcr.t  to  have  given  you  one  gene- 
ral View  of  tli'j  Fapal  Religion,  v.-hich,  under 
the  Name  of  a  Religion,  is  indeed  no  other 
than  an  iiupic^us  Farce.  I  liavc  fliewn  you, 
in  ilicir  Order,  tlic  three  yt^h  of  which  it 
confills:  The  (\v{\  played  hy  iht'n-  Saint s,  and 
their  Siibieit,  Fanatic  Virtue :  The  fecond  by 
their  Dcftors,  and  tl^.cir  unintelligible  Faith : 
The  tliini  by  their  Pj-ie/is\  and  the  antichrif- 
fian  Di/eip/ine  rf  R,j,-/:s  and  Gibbets.  I  Iv.u'c 
(liewn    you    likewile    the    Connexion     thefc 
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three  Parts  have  on  one  another,  and  the  na- 
tural Tendency  of  the  two  firft  to  produce  the 
dreadful  Cataflrophe  of  the  third.  Where  Vir- 
tue ftript  of  Hunvanity,  and  Faith  forfook  of 
Reafon,  turn  Cliarity  into  bitter  Zeal,  and 
Piety  into  Perfecution. 

Such  a  View  (hould  teach  us  to  fet  a  jufl 
Value  on  our  own  happy  Conftitution,  where 
Go/pel- light  and  Civil  Liberty  go  Hand  in  Hand. 
And  be  you  well  affured  that  thefe  two  Bleff- 
ings  muft  Hand  or  £dl  together :  That  Civil 
Slavery  will  make  room  for  Popi/li  Cruelty ; 
and  that  Popifli  Supcrftition  will  fupport  ^ 
Tyrant  in  trampling  on  our  Laws.  For  the 
Politician  kncsvs  that  the  furefl:  Way  of  fixing 
Slavery  is  to  tie  it  on  the  Confcicnces  of  Men  : 
And  the  Prieil:  has  experienced,  that  the  Mind 
is  never  fo  tame  and  fervile,  fo  fubmifs  in 
i\vallov/ing  Con  traditions,  as  when  the  Body 
is  already  broke  and  humbled  by  the  Stroke  of 
Tyranny. 

Thus  hath  the  Aroflle  fliev/n  us  that  the 
Security  againil  the  Evils  of  DilTention  and  In- 
tolerance are  T^cmpcrance  aiid  Patience  j  which 
teach  us  to/iWour  ownWeaknefs,  and  to  bear 
with  ihatofodicr?.  But  here  again  the  Infirmity 
of  our  con:mon  Nature  betrays  itfelf,  and  Teni- 
pernncc  and  Patience^  excellent  and  divine  as 
they  are,  become  fubjev5t  to  the  general  Fate 
of  human  Virtues,  grov/  degenerate  and  de- 
praved. Thus  too  often  Moderation  and  To- 
lerance fink  into  CarelelTnefs  and  Indifference, 

a  fatal 
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a  fiital  Indifference  for  all  Truth  and  all  Reli-r 
gion.  That  Men,  and  even  Churches  are  but 
too  apt  to  fall  into  that  remifs  and  lukewarm 
State,  for  which,  the  holy  Spirit  denounced  fo 
fevcre  a  Judgement  on  the  Laodiceans,  we 
have  melancholy  Proof.  Nor  is  fuch  a  Dege- 
licracy  hard  to  be  conceived.  For  when  tlie 
corrofive  Ferment  of  bitter  Zeal,  which  defo- 
lates  Mankind  under  a  pretended  Concern  for 
the  Glory  of  God,  has,  by  the  Infufion  of  the 
cool  and  heavenly  Dew  of  Moderation,  been 
brought  to  a  gentle  Temperature ;  the  Mind, 
become  tired  aiid  adiamed  of  its  lute  tumultu- 
ous Diforders,  is  apt  to  fink  into  the  other  Ex- 
treme, and  grow  languid  and  unacilive.  To 
provide  therefore  ap;ainll  this  Defcd  is  the  De- 
fign  of  our  Apoille's  next  Precept,  which  bids 
us  add 

to  Patic/ia\  Godliness. 

And  then  at  the  fame  time  that  v/e  preferve 
the  greatelf  Moderation  towards  others,  we 
liiall  keep  alive  the  holy  Fire  of  f]-^otlcfs  Zeal 
iji  ourfelves.  For  by  Gcdiificji  is  mcnnt  the 
warm  and  affedionate  Difcharge  of  all  the 
Duties  of  Divine  Adoration,  whether  in  pub- 
lic Oi'ices,  or  private  Meditation. 

Widi  cxquihtc  Skill  likewife  hath  our  A- 
podle  railed  thisfecond  Order  of  Chriftian  Ar- 
chitc(51:ure,  GodliiKJ's^  or  the  d'rcine  Virtm\  on 
the  former,  namely,  the  human.  For,  by  this 
Means,  Godlinefs  cannot  degenerate,  as  it  did 
in  the  CHUR.C1I  of  Rome,  from   not  obferr- 
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rng  tills  DIrevflion,  cither  into  Fanaticifm,  Su- 
pci-flition,  or  Bigotry';  but  will  remain  Ibbcr, 
rational,  and  truly  fublime. 

And  yet  hath  it  another  Danger  under  which 
it  fometimes  falls.  For  by  long  and  intenfe 
Exercifc  in  Holy  Offices,  and  Interconrlc  with 
Pleaven,  the  Joy  and  Tranfport  that  elevate 
the  Mind,  thus  filled  with  its  true  and  pro- 
per Objei]:,  God,  naturally  difpofeth  it  to  con- 
temn uU  inferior  Things  ;  and  from  defpiling 
the  Things,  but  too  often,  to  dcfpifc  the  Pcr- 
fons  who  delight  in  them  :  And  by  makirjg: 
odious  Com.parifons,  like  tiie  F/jariJee  ivith 
the  Piihlican^  to  forget  its  Relation,  its  near 
Relation,  both  by  Nature  and  Grace,  to  the 
meaned  of  its  Species.  H^nce  arifeth^vr////^/ 
Pride,  the  laft  and  mofc  fatal  Enemy  to  true 
Godlimjs.  l\o\v  for  this  too  the  Apoflle  in 
his  next  Precept  provides  a  Remedy.  y^dJj 
fays  he, 

to  GodlJjie/Sj    B R O T I Ii:  R  L  Y - K  I N  D N  V. SS . 

Thus  begins  the  third,  and  l.ill  O.der  of  this 
Chriilian  Bailding.  And,  from  this  Time, 
Godlinefs^  placed  between,  aiid  liipported  on 
each  Hand  by,  the  kuman  ?sAjocuil  Virtues, 
becomes  liable  and  pcrnianent.  And  while  it 
receives  this  united  Aid  from  both,  it  returns  it 
back  aiTain  to  both. 

'  We  have  fhewn  the  Benefits  Tcmhcrance  and 
Patience  receive  from  GodlnicJ's :    We  are  now 
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Ao   fpeak  of  that  whicli  Brotherly -kindnefs  re- 
ceives from  it. 

The  moft  beauteous,    and  elevated   Branch 
o^  Brother fy-khfdncfs  is  Fncndp:ip^  wliofc  natu- 
ral Root  and  Origin  is  Similitude  of  Manners. 
But  thefe  being  as  often  bad  as  good,  Friend- 
fliip  becomes  as  fic<|:icntly  a  Confedenxy  in 
Vice,  as  a  Community  of  Virtue.    So  that  tliis 
adorable  Virtue,  the  Cordial  of  private   Life, 
and  largell  Source  of  public  Good,  by  being 
built  on  the  falfe   Foundation   of  TJngodl'tnejs^ 
hath  often   produced  all    that  Mifchief  lo  So- 
ciety it  was  dclicToed  bv  Nature  to  prevent.   But 
when,  as  liere,  it  is  rightly  placed  on  Godltnefs, 
it  ftands  fecure  from  Abufc,  and  enabled  to  bring 
forth  all  its  genuine  Fruits  of  public  BenefiCcnce. 
Brothcrh-kiudncjs  is  now  only  liable  to  one 
Diforder,   (for  human  Depravity  will  rtiew  it- 
felf  tothe  very  lail:)  and  it  is  this,  tliat  Brothcrly- 
kindncjl  being  enjoined  to  be  built  on  Godlincfs 
or  Religion,   Men    arc   yet   too  apt,  like  the 
Phari/ecs    of  old,    to  confine   tlieir  Brothcrly- 
hndnef^  v/ithin  their  own  ^,clI  or  Pale  :   While 
all  rcithout  it  are  treated  by  them  as  the  wounded 
Traveller  by  the  Priell  and  Levitc. 

But  this  narrow  and  partial  Bencvvolence  the 
Apollle  has  cifcctualiy  removed  in  the  conclud- 
ing Precept  of  my  Text,  /idd^  fiys  lie,  in 
the  lad  Place, 

to  BrothcyJy-kindncfs^   c  n  A  r  I T  "i' ; 

tiiat  is,  univerfU  Love  of  all  Mankind.    This 
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regulates  and  perfects  all  other  Virtues ;  and 
is-,  itfclf,  in  no  want  ofii  Reformer.  All  the 
other  \^irtiies,  as  \vc  have  obfcrved,  degene- 
rate both  by  Dcfcdl  and  Excels:  I'liis  is  in- 
culpable ofeiihcr.  Its  Nalurc  and  Effcnce  fe- 
cure  it  from  Dcfccl  j  and  its  Fruits  and  Pro- 
duds  from  Exxefs. 

•This  then  is  the  Crown,  the  Keyflone  of  this 
iieavenly  Ediiice,  this  triumphant  Arch  of  Im- 
mortality, or,  as  the  Holy  Apoitle  mod:  ern- 
phalicalty  calls  it,  the  Bond  of  Fcrjccinefs. 
This,  with  rcfpciiii:  to  the  foregoing  Virtues, 
is  like  the  gilt  Dome,  or  Covering  of  the  Im- 
perial Palace.  Without  v^hich,  the  Ifrongeft 
Foundations,  the  richcll  ornamented  Walls, 
the  beft-dilpofed  Apirtments,  become,  in  a 
little  time,  but  n^kcd  and  deformed  Ruins ; 
open  to  every  Storm,  and  expo  fed  to  all  the 
Defolation  of  wafting  Elements. 

IVlthoiit  ihis^  if  we  may  believe  his  Fellow- 
Labourer  St.  Paiil^  the  rell  of  the  Chriltian 
Building  hath  neither  Ornament  nor  Ufe  ;  for 
without  it,  the  very  Foundation  is  precarious 
and  unliable:  Though  I  have  all  faith,  fays 
lie,  fo  that  I  could  remove  Mountains ^  and  have 
«5  c  H  A  R I T  Y ,  I  aui  nothing.  Virtue,  1  i  kc- 
wife,  without  it,  is  equally  unprofitable :  Thd 
I  (rive  f/iy  Body  to  he  burnt ^  and  have  no  cha- 
rity, it  profit eth  me  nothing.  K n owl  edge 
likcwife  without  it  is  vain  and  brutal :  Though 
I  /peak  'with  the  Tongues  of  Men  and  op  ylngels^ 
and  have  all  K  n  o  w  ledge,  and  have  not  c  1 1  a  - 
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RiTY,  /  am  become  as  founding  Brafs,  or  a 
tinkling  Cymbal.  Even  godliness  is  unac- 
ceptable without  it :  'Thtigh  I  have  the  Gift 
t>f  Prophecy,  afid  imderjland  all  Myfleries,  and 
have  no   charity,    /  am  nothing,     Laflly, 

BROTHERLY-KINDNESS  Will,    without   it,  gO 

unrewarded  :  'Ihd  I  bcjlow  all  my  Goods  to  feed 
the  Poor,  and  have  ;/{?/ charity,  it  profit etb 
me  nothing. 

But,  in  this,  as  the  fume  Apollle  tells  us, 
are  comprized  all  the  Efficacies  of  the  forego- 
ing Graces:  For,  like  faith,  he  tells  us,  it 
helicveth  all  things,  it  hopeth  all  things ;  like 
VIRTUE,  it  thiitkcth  no  Evil,  doth  not  bchavs 
itfilf  unfecmly ;  1  ike  true  knowledge,  it 
vaunt cth  not  it f elf,  is  not  pufilcd  up  ;  like  tem- 
perance and  patience,  it  fuffcreth  long, 
and  is  kind,  is  ?iot  eafdy  provoked,  bearcth  all 
things,  endurcth  all  things-,  like  godliness, 
it  rcjolceth  not  in  Iniquity,  but  rejoiccth  in  th'3 
Truth;  and  like  brotherly-kindness,  it 
cnvieth  72ot,  f:ekcth  rtot  its  ov:n. 

In  a  Word,  bcc;innin2;  then  with  Faith,  and 
finiiliing  with  Chanty,  or,  as  the  fime  Apoftle 
much  better  exprcff^th  it,  faith  wor  k  i n  g 
BY  charity,  we  come  to  erect,  after  the  di- 
vine Model  here  given  us,  that  heavenly  Edifice 
o'l  Chriftian  PcrfeBiQn,JeJus  Chrijl  himfelf  beiiig 
the  chief  Corncr-Jlone,  in  ivhorn  all  the  Buildings 
fitly  framed  together,  grovjcth  unto  an  Holy 
l'e?nplc  in  the  Lord. 
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